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CJSP Author Guidelines  

Welcome to the Cambridge Journal of Science and Policy (CJSP)  

CJSP is an open-access, triple-blind peer-reviewed journal dedicated to promoting the 
science-policy interface. We encourage authors from all over the world and across all 
career stages to submit their work. By submitting your article, you will contribute to 
advancing the dialogue between science and policy, ensuring that evidence-based 
research influences decision-making at all levels.  

 

 

Article Types  

CJSP primarily publishes the following types of articles:  

1. Communications (1,000-2,000 words)  

• These articles focus on science policy or science for policy, addressing current 
topics at the intersection of science and policy.  

• They should be similar in style to a policy brief or POSTnote, aiming to inform 
policymakers and the public about important issues.  

• Communications are highly evidence-based but should be concise, focusing on 
presenting key points for a policy audience.  

2. Perspectives (1,000-2,000 words)  

• These articles offer opinions or analyses on policy issues, interviews, policy 
debates, book reviews, or similar topics.  

• While still evidence-based, perspectives are typically less data-driven than 
communications, focusing more on interpretation and expert opinion.  

• Perspectives aim to stimulate conversation and offer insight into the 
implications of policy decisions.  

Occasionally, CJSP publishes the following article types:  

3. Reviews (at least 4,000 words)  

• Reviews discuss new developments in a scientific field and their potential 
impacts on policy or policy proposals concerning current science and 
technology issues.  

• These essays are more comprehensive in nature, offering a critical review of 
literature and current trends in a scientific discipline.  



 

 

Last updated 11th January 2026 

 

4. Reports (1,000-2,000 words)  

• Reports focus on summarising science policy conferences, lectures, workshops, 
or other relevant events, especially those organised by CUSPE.  

• These articles should capture key themes, outcomes, and discussions from 
such events.  

5. Invited Contributions  

• Any of the above article types may be invited by the Editorial Board. All invited 
contributions are still subject to peer review. 

 

 

Submission Guidelines  

• Format: All submissions must adhere to the following format:  
o Submissions should be typed in Arial or Times New Roman with 12-point 

font and 1.5 line spacing.  
o The manuscript should include a title, abstract (200-300 words), 

keywords (3-5 words), and the main text.  
o Please ensure that the manuscript is anonymised as part of the triple-

blind peer review process, which means removing all identifying 
information, including your name, institutional affiliation, and any 
references to yourself.  

• Submission Process:  
o Pitch: Before submitting a full manuscript, authors are encouraged to 

email the Chief Editor with a brief pitch or outline of the article.  
o Full Submission: Once a pitch is approved, you can submit the complete 

manuscript to the Chief Editor for review.  
• Article Length:  

o Communications and Perspectives: 1000-2000 words.  
o Reviews: At least 4000 words.  
o Reports: 1000-2000 words.  

• Revisions:  
o If your article is accepted with minor or major revisions, you will be 

notified by the editorial team. Revisions should be made promptly, and 
the revised manuscript must be resubmitted within the agreed-upon 
timeframe.  
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• Final Manuscript Submission:  
o Once your manuscript is finalised, it will be deposited with Apollo, the 

Cambridge University research output repository.  

 

 

Peer Review Process  

CJSP follows a Triple-Blind Peer Review process, meaning that:  

1. Authors do not know the identities of the reviewers.  
2. Reviewers do not know the identities of the authors.  
3. Editors do not know the identities of the authors.  

 

This ensures that the review process is fair, unbiased, and based solely on the quality of 
the content.  

• Peer Review Feedback: Reviewers provide constructive and critical feedback. 
Authors will be expected to revise their work based on this feedback.  

• Final Decision: The editorial team will make a final decision on whether to 
accept, request revisions, or reject the manuscript.  

 

 

Ethical Guidelines  

By submitting an article to CJSP, you agree to the following guidelines:  

• Originality: Your submission must be original, and you must not submit the 
same work to multiple journals simultaneously.  

• Plagiarism: Any form of plagiarism will result in immediate rejection of the 
manuscript.  

• Conflicts of Interest: Authors must disclose any conflicts of interest that could 
influence their research or writing.  

• Authorship: All authors listed on the manuscript should have made a significant 
contribution to the research and writing. Please ensure that all contributors are 
appropriately credited.  

• LLM use: CJSP does not permit the use of LLMs for the generation of original 
prose, argument structure, interpretive content, or for creating figures or images. 



 

 

Last updated 11th January 2026 

Limited assistive uses such as spelling and grammar correction, reference 
formatting, transcription, or translation are acceptable, provided the final 
manuscript represents the author’s own intellectual work. By submitting to CJSP, 
authors affirm that their manuscript complies with this policy and that they 
retain the rights to license the work under CC-BY. CJSP relies on author 
declarations made in good faith. 

 

 

Contact Information  

For any questions or to submit your pitch or article, please contact the Chief Editor.  

If you need to request a deadline extension or have any further questions about the 
submission process, do not hesitate to reach out.  

We look forward to your contribution to CJSP and to promoting the science-policy 
interface through your work.  

 

 

Additional Notes  

• CJSP publishes articles on a rolling basis, meaning there are no fixed deadlines 
for submission other than for inclusion in a themed issue.  

• We do not accept unedited dissertations or essays outside of our established 
formats.  

• CJSP is committed to maintaining the highest standards of editorial and ethical 
practice throughout the submission and review process.  

 

Thank you for considering CJSP as the platform for your work, and we look forward to 
collaborating with you in advancing the dialogue between science and policy. 


